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	Welcome to Answer Plot® Advisor Issue 2.6
Although there's still snow on the ground in many parts of the country, spring will be here before you know it. With planting right around the corner for some and not much further off for others, this issue of Answer Plot® Advisor discusses some things you can do now to put you in the driver's seat for the 2010 growing season.
As always contact your local AgriSolutions™ expert agronomist or CROPLAN GENETICS® seed specialist for further information, or visit AnswerPlot.com for the answers to your toughest questions.


Fewer Winter Wheat Seedings Leave Acres Open in 2010
Poor weather, low prices and the late row crop harvest contributed to a sharp decline in winter wheat seedings in 2009. An estimated 6.2 million acres of winter wheat went unplanted, which means growers will have to decide how to divide their acres among spring-planted crops in 2010. University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Extension Economist Darrel Good says decisions will likely be influenced by crop prices, prospects for net returns for completing crops and spring weather conditions*.
"There is some concern that the late corn harvest in 2009 has resulted in the need for more than the usual amount of spring tillage and fertilizer application," Good adds. "Planting corn after corn may be particularly challenging in some areas due to the lack of fall tillage and rough field conditions due to harvesting under wet soil conditions. An early, open spring would be helpful for catching up with field work."

* http://www.aces.uiuc.edu/news/stories/news5013.html
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As Glyphosate Prices Drop, Options Multiply
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A decline in the price of glyphosate due to heavy overseas production might have you rethinking the way you approach your herbicide program in 2010. More...
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Proper Placement Determines the Value of
Genuity™ Roundup Ready 2 Yield® Soybeans
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The number of growers who had the opportunity to plant Genuity™ Roundup Ready 2 Yield® soybeans was limited in 2009, but that will change in 2010. More...
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AgriSolutions™ MAX-IN® Receives Patent
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When Winfield Solutions™ scientists set out to develop a new line of crop micronutrients, they wanted to create the best products in the category. More...
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High Hay Prices & Low Potash Costs:
It's Time to Fertilize!
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Fifty to 60 percent of an alfalfa stand's success is based on adequate soil fertility, so there's a lot at stake when a grower decides to forego a potash application due to high fertilizer prices. More...
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As Glyphosate Prices Drop, Options Multiply
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The card on the right shows how a herbicide application containing InterLock® adjuvant resulted in better spray coverage, while the card on the left shows an application without the adjuvant.

A decline in the price of glyphosate due to heavy overseas production might have you rethinking the way you approach your herbicide program in 2010. With costs down, some growers might think they're best off putting more glyphosate on their crop or using it as their only herbicide. But that's not advisable, says Winfield Solutions Agronomy Services Manager Bob Schoper.
"There is definitely a limit to how high a grower should go with glyphosate rates," Schoper says. "If growers go with a glyphosate-only strategy, they encourage further development of a growing list of glyphosate-resistant weeds. Even if weeds don't develop true resistance, nature always adapts. One of those adaptations is species shift, where weeds that are slightly tolerant of glyphosate become more abundant and build their seed banks, which causes problems with weed control."
Another disadvantage of adding more glyphosate to a tank mix is that it increases fines - the tiny particles that can escalate drift and decrease deposition.

"Fines can blow away, or evaporate and miss the plant entirely, causing waste and costing the grower money," Schoper says. If you are using more glyphosate, he says it's important to use the proper type of spray nozzle and a good deposition agent, such as InterLock® adjuvant.

Derived from vegetable oil, InterLock® adjuvant drastically reduces the amount of fine spray particles in the spray pattern and increases droplet speed without thickening the spray. By keeping more spray droplets within the most effective size range, InterLock® adjuvant improves coverage, increases canopy penetration and reduces drift and evaporation of pesticides, whether they are applied by ground or air.

Schoper also recommends using a soil-applied preemergence or preplant herbicide strategy rather than relying on a total postemergence strategy with glyphosate.

"Another option is to use other chemistries as tank-mix partners in combination with glyphosate to generate multiple modes of action," he adds. "Mixing application times and/or chemical modes of action can improve weed control and decrease species shift or resistance."

Rather than putting your glyphosate savings into purchasing more herbicides, you might also consider making other input investments. Water conditioners, such as Class Act® NG® and Alliance® adjuvants, are designed to maximize the amount of glyphosate that reaches target weeds.

"These products protect glyphosate in the spray tank and on the leaf surface," Schoper says. "And the CornSorb™ technology built into Class Act® NG® and Alliance® goes beyond a simple addition of ammonium sulfate (AMS). It actually helps the glyphosate move inside the plant leaf to make it more effective." 

Glyphosate savings could also be put to work for other yield-enhancing options such as MAX-IN® micronutrient applications.

For customized assistance in combining best management practices and multiple modes of action to avoid a host of weed problems, help produce higher yields and increase profitability potential, contact your local AgriSolutions™ expert agronomist or CROPLAN GENETICS® seed specialist.

Agronomy Services Manager: Bob Schoper

Proper Placement Determines the Value of Genuity™ Roundup Ready 2 Yield® Soybeans
The number of growers who had the opportunity to plant Genuity™ Roundup Ready 2 Yield® soybeans was limited in 2009, but that will change in 2010. With CROPLAN GENETICS® seed and other major soybean providers continuing to shift more and more to the Genuity™ Roundup Ready 2 Yield® technology in its new generation of releases, varieties with a wider range of maturities and a broader genetic base will be represented.

Several growers who planted Genuity™ Roundup Ready 2 Yield® beans were disappointed with last year's results because the unusually wet conditions experienced throughout the growing season led to intensified white mold problems. This occurred because some of the Genuity™ Roundup Ready 2 Yield® varieties available only had a narrow genetic base, which failed to provide tolerance or protection against the disease.

Winfield Solutions Soybean Product Manager Bill Polei, says the science and the technology are very good with Genuity™ Roundup Ready 2 Yield® soybeans. "The expanded genetic base for 2010 will provide opportunity for higher yields and give growers the option of continuing to use the same weed management system they're used to," he says. "But as-is the case with any technology that's being introduced, you need to select a variety with the traits and agronomics equipped to handle your individual soil types and field stress loads to realize that higher yield potential."

Polei cites the "G+E=Yield" formula to give some perspective on the concept. With "G" representing genetics and "E" representing the proper placement and management of those genetics, the two must be combined for a grower to achieve a good return on their investment in any technology. 

"When determining the best variety for their field, growers should request assistance from their local CROPLAN GENETICS® seed and agronomy advisor and follow the R7™ Placement Strategy," Polei advises. "Stress loads such as field's susceptibilities to Phytophthora root rot, Sudden Death Syndrome and soybean cyst nematode infestations should all be considered. The best results will come by putting the right genetics with the right traits on the right soil type at the right population in the right crop rotation with the right crop protection and the right nutrient management."

For example, planting a defensive/offensive Genuity™ Roundup Ready 2 Yield® variety like CROPLAN GENETICS® R2C3559 into a poorly-drained clay soil will generally yield significantly better than an offensive variety, which should instead be positioned in a well-drained productive silt loam. Polei says Answer Plot® yield data confirms this positioning, specifically for areas like Eastern Indiana and Ohio, where such soil types are common.

For customized assistance in selecting the best soybean varieties for your fields, your AgriSolutions™ expert agronomist and CROPLAN GENETICS® seed specialist have you covered. Click on "Ask the Expert" on the AnswerPlot.com site for specific answers to your questions.

AgriSolutions™ MAX-IN® Receives Patent
When Winfield Solutions scientists set out to develop a new line of crop micronutrients, they wanted to create the best products in the category. After thousands of hours of research and years of field trials, their efforts resulted in the introduction of the AgriSolutions™ MAX-IN® line of micronutrients.

MAX-IN® micronutrient products were developed to unlock a plant's physiology. The products deliver essential nutrients such as zinc, boron and manganese directly into the plant to optimize its health and crop output.

MAX-IN® micronutrient products are applied by spraying them onto the plant rather than onto the ground, so the plant absorbs the nutrients. This is where MAX-IN® micronutrient products particularly excel. Winfield Solutions Product Development Manager Joe Gednalske says MAX-IN® uses specially developed crop-based ingredients that help the nutrients readily move into the plants' leaves, where they are immediately put to work. This innovative formulation, exclusive to MAX-IN®, has been labeled CornSorb™ technology, and it's this very breakthrough that makes MAX-IN® such an effective tool.

Not only has the MAX-IN® micronutrient lineup received positive feedback from growers for its performance for the past four years, but the MAX-IN® formulation earned a patent in February 2010 for its unique, industry-leading technology.

The AgriSolutions™ MAX-IN® product line has formulas specifically designed for use with corn, beans, alfalfa, cotton and numerous other crops. The products are available exclusively through the Land O'Lakes system of local cooperatives.

High Hay Prices & Low Potash Costs: It's Time to Fertilize!
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Potassium deficiency in alfalfa can be identified by yellow or white spots on the margins of the leaflets.

Fifty to 60 percent of an alfalfa stand's success is based on adequate soil fertility, so there's a lot at stake when a grower decides to forego a potash application due to high fertilizer prices. But, fortunately the climate has changed from a year ago - potash prices are down by as much as 50 percent and dairy quality hay is bringing up to $200 per ton. 
"This is a great opportunity for alfalfa producers to take advantage of - especially those who have nutrient-deficient fields," says Winfield Solutions Alfalfa Agronomist Randy Welch. "There were a lot of growers who put off potash applications when potash was $800 to $1,000 a ton, and yields suffered because of that."
When crop removal of potassium (K) exceeds the amount of K applied, soil fertility levels will decrease. This is not necessarily bad if soil test levels were above optimum to start with. However, if soil test levels are at optimum, producers run the risk of soil test levels dropping into the low category, which Welch says is "a recipe for disaster."

Now that potash is down to $500 to $600 per ton, producers can bring K levels back to optimum without their pocketbook taking as much of a hit. Still, times are tough and the need to get the best value for your investment is ever-present. Thus, soil fertility testing continues to be an important tool that extends the value of every dollar.

"Grid testing enables growers to pinpoint the exact fertility needs of their fields so they can make the best use of their input costs," Welch says. "Producers should prioritize by applying potash on fields with low to very low K levels, and fields with optimum K levels will also benefit from potash applications. To increase efficiency, consider applying some of the required potash in bands."

University of Wisconsin research* shows that potash applications on soils with high levels of K are less likely to result in a yield response; thus potash applications can be reduced or deferred on these fields to improve profitability.

Maintaining adequate fertility levels in alfalfa drives yield and increases a stand's longevity, so consult with your AgriSolutions™ expert agronomist and CROPLAN GENETICS® seed specialist to develop the right fertility program for your acres.

Alfalfa Agronomist: Randy Welch

* http://www.soils.wisc.edu/extension/pubs/PotashAlfalfa.pdf

Photos provided by Ohio State University, Potash and Phosphate Institute, Cornell University and the United States Dept. of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service.

Answer Plot® and CROPLAN GENETICS® are registered trademarks of Land O'Lakes, Inc.
AgriSolutions™, R7™ and CornSorb™ are trademarks and InterLock®, MAX-IN®, Superb®, Destiny®, Class Act®, NG®, Alliance®, Delta Gold®, Grizzly®, Tundra®, Trust® and are registered trademarks of Winfield Solutions, LLC.
Vistive™ and Genuity™ are trademarks and Roundup Ready®, Roundup Ready 2 Yield®, Confidence® and Harness® are regist ered trademarks of Monsanto Technology LLC.
Valor® XLT is a registered trademark of Valent U.S.A. Corporation.
Sonic™ is a trademark of Dow AgroSciences LLC.
Gramoxone Inteon® is a registered trademark of a Syngenta Group Company.
TeeJet® is a registered trademark of TeeJet Technologies.
Sharpen™ is a trademark and Kixor® is a registered trademark of BASF.
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