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	Advisor At The Top:

We kick off this issue of the newly redesigned Answer Plot® Advisor with some great AnswerPlot.com news. Thanks to the hard work and dedication from a lot of professionals over the past few months, Winfield Solutions was proud to launch a new and improved AnswerPlot.com website last month. We've received some great feedback over the past few weeks, so we encourage you to check it out if you haven't already done so.

As always, this issue also covers some important agronomic topics that are pertinent to your local geography. We encourage you to contact your local AgriSolutions™ expert agronomist or CROPLAN GENETICS® Seed & Agronomy Advisor for further information, or visit AnswerPlot.com for the answers to your toughest questions.

Corn Planting Report: Conditions Finally Improve in the North

What a difference a few weeks can make. In mid-May, planting progress in the northern corn-producing states was 30 to 75 percentage points behind last year's pace and 20 to 50 percentage points behind the 5-year average. Thankfully, the weather has improved and growers have persevered in many states. That being said, states like North Dakota, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, and Pennsylvania still range 10 to 15 points behind the 5-year average for percentage of corn planted as of June 5. The state where challenging planting conditions have made the biggest impact this year is Ohio, where the percentage of corn planted is still more than 40 percent behind the 5-year average.

In addition to creating a lot of headaches, the wet field conditions have forced some growers to decide between extreme late planting, switching to soybeans, or the unthinkable... abandoning fields altogether.

Depending on location, corn yields can typically drop about 1 percent per day when corn is planted after May 15. When planting after June 5, an earlier maturing hybrid should be selected. That being said, shifting to soybeans isn't an easy decision to make for growers who have already put down fertilizer intended for corn. Growers who find themselves in this predicament are encouraged to consult their local AgriSolutions™ expert agronomist or CROPLAN GENETICS® Seed & Agronomy Advisor for assistance in coming up with a plan for their acres.

At this point, it's looking like the U.S. corn acreage might not reach the USDA's projection of 92 million acres*, especially considering the acreage lost to the massive flooding experienced in the Mississippi River Delta. The following chart, which consists of planting statistics from the USDA Crop Progress Report**, shows the progress growers made between May 9 and June 5. States not included on this chart were at or near the 5-year average in mid-May.

% Corn Planted by May 9

% Corn Planted by June 5

State

This Year

Last Year

5-year average

This Year

Last Year

5-year average

Idaho

16

46

39

90

92

95

Illinois

34

93

62

98

100

96

Indiana

4

80

49

82

97

94

Michigan

8

72

49

82

96

97

Minnesota

28

93

65

95

100

100

North Dakota

3

52

35

87

97

97

Ohio

2

74

54

58

94+

99

Pennsylvania

10

52

44

80

96

92

South Dakota

17

45

33

93

95

97

Wisconsin

16

66

44

93

99

97

* http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/usda/current/ProsPlan/ProsPlan-03-31-2011.pdf
**www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/State_Crop_Progress_and_Condition/index.asp 
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New AnswerPlot.com Site
a Constantly Updated Resource
for Growers
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Due to busy schedules, most growers are lucky if they get to visit their local Answer Plot® site two or three times during the growing season, but now there's an additional way to keep abreast of the happenings at the Answer Plot® locations in your area. More...
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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AgriSolutions™ NutriSolutions® Tool:
Analyze Corn Tissue Samples
at V4-V5
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It's amazing how quickly a corn crop can become deficient in nutrients. To give some perspective on just how fast deficiencies can creep up, Winfield Solutions Micronutrient Product Manager Tim Eyrich cites research performed last year by a cooperative near Albert Lea, MN that compared tissue sample results and corn plant measurements on a weekly basis. More...
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Genuity® Roundup Ready® Alfalfa
a Good Choice When Spring Planting
is Delayed
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The tradition of planting alfalfa before corn has long been considered a preferred practice. This used to present challenges when spring seeding alfalfa was delayed by cool and wet conditions, but producers now have the ability to safely push back their alfalfa planting date thanks to the reintroduction of Genuity® Roundup Ready® alfalfa technology. More...
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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Maximize High Quality Alfalfa Yield
Potential by Following AgriSolutions™
NutriSolutions® Tool Recommendations
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Maximize High Quality Alfalfa Yield Potential by Following AgriSolutions™ NutriSolutions® Tool Recommendations More...
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Explore Your Options When Looking to
Replace Weak Alfalfa Stands
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If you find that your alfalfa stand is past its prime or unable to recover from the harsh winter months, there are a variety of emergency crops you can plant this spring. More...
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

New AnswerPlot.com Site a Constantly Updated Resource for Growers 
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One of the features of the new AnswerPlot.com site is the Field Updates section, where Winfield Solutions staff posts news and photos from your local Answer Plot® locations.

Due to busy schedules, most growers are lucky if they get to visit their local Answer Plot® site two or three times during the growing season, but now there's an additional way to keep abreast of the happenings at the Answer Plot® locations in your area. Earlier this month, we launched a new and improved AnswerPlot.com website that's focused on providing you with up-to-date information about your Answer Plot® locations. 

The new website obviously won't replace the hands-on aspect of your attendance at an Answer Plot® Knowledge Event, nor can it provide you with a pork chop lunch to satisfy your hunger. It will, however, satisfy your occasional thirst for knowledge about what's going on at your local Answer Plot® location, and whether it's facing the same challenges or achieving the same successes as those of your acres. 

This new, easy-to-navigate site is maintained by a team effort put forth by Winfield Solutions Product Managers, CROPLAN GENETICS® Seed & Agronomy Advisors and AgriSolutions™ Agronomists who have already begun posting concise field updates and photos that explain what's going on at the Answer Plot® locations in your area*. To make it more interactive, we've also given growers the ability to post comments to the field updates. 

Plus, this well-oiled machine also includes the dates, times, topics and mapped-out locations of upcoming Answer Plot® Knowledge Events - many of which are scheduled for the first half of June. The website gives growers the opportunity to RSVP for local events, invite a friend and sign up for e-mail notifications that will be sent out in the case of an update to the event, such as a time change due to harsh weather. 

Also new on AnswerPlot.com is the Answer Plot® Learning Center - a hub of informational videos that cover a wide variety of topics, such as the CROPLAN GENETICS® R7® Placement Strategy, crop protection, micronutrients, adjuvants and disease pressure. As the growing season progresses, timely new videos will be posted that cover topics of importance. The Industry News section of the website contains links that take you to stories posted recently on AgWeb.com. 

And of course, yield results will be posted to the website shortly after this year's harvest, showing the trial winners of each Answer Plot® location in 2011. 

We hope you enjoy everything the new AnswerPlot.com website has to offer and would love to hear your feedback. We also look forward to seeing you at your local Answer Plot® Knowledge Events this season. As always, for assistance in developing strategies that are customized for your acres, contact your local AgriSolutions™ expert agronomist or CROPLAN GENETICS® Seed & Agronomy Advisor. 

*Results may vary and are dependent on many factors including weather, application and management; therefore, results to be obtained, including but not limited to yields, financial performance, or profits, cannot be predicted or guaranteed by Winfield Solutions, LLC. 

AgriSolutions™ NutriSolutions® Tool: Analyze Corn Tissue Samples at V4-V5 

It's amazing how quickly a corn crop can become deficient in nutrients. To give some perspective on just how fast deficiencies can creep up, Winfield Solutions Micronutrient Product Manager Tim Eyrich cites research performed last year by a cooperative near Albert Lea, MN that compared tissue sample results and corn plant measurements on a weekly basis*. 
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This chart tracks the research performed last year by a cooperative near Albert Lea, MN that compared tissue sample results and corn plant measurements on a weekly basis. Although the decline in potassium levels looks to be more gradual, it in fact became critically low sooner and lasted longer than the nitrogen deficiency did.


"The findings were eye-opening for a lot of growers," Eyrich says. "Nitrogen levels took a quick dip when plant growth accelerated, but potassium levels became critically low sooner and lasted longer than the nitrogen deficiency did. Ultimately, these nutrients were unable to keep up with demand throughout the remainder of the growing season, especially when grain fill started." 

Fortunately the AgriSolutions™ NutriSolutions® Tool provides growers with timely, accurate nutrient readings so deficiencies can be addressed quickly and efficiently. 

The first time producers should submit corn tissue samples is at the V4 to V5 stage. Eyrich says it's imperative that samples aren't submitted before these stages, because for nutrient readings to be accurate, the plant needs to be on its own root system and not living off the seed. (For soybeans, samples should be submitted at the V3 to V4 stages.) 

Tissue tests and the AgriSolutions™ NutriSolutions® Tool can offer valuable insight into your crop's nutritional status throughout the growing season, but since nutrients are often delivered through foliar applications, it's a good idea to utilize the tool before spraying herbicides or fungicides so nutrients can be applied at the same time, saving both time and money. 

The remaining three times that corn tissue samples should be submitted are at V9 to V11, tasseling and once during grainfill. For soybeans, tissue samples should also be submitted at R1 and two times evenly spaced during grainfill. 

"Taking a tissue sample is much like taking a snapshot of that particular moment in the life of a crop," Eyrich explains. "While the nutrient levels might look fine when that sample is submitted, deficiencies could present themselves a week later that can result in serious yield losses at harvest. That's why growers need to discipline themselves to submit samples at four crucial points during the growing season." 

To get the process started, call your local agronomist to schedule a tissue test. He or she will submit the sample to a lab, where numbers will be loaded into the NutriSolutions® Tool. Within two to three days of submission, an e-mail will be sent to the agronomist that will state whether the levels of individual nutrients present are sufficient, low or deficient. If there is a deficiency, the tool will recommend a specific product and rate and explain what can happen at different growth stages if the deficiency isn't corrected. 

Tissue samples from more than 30 different crops can be analyzed by the NutriSolutions® Tool and its extensive database, which contains literally thousands of nutrient recommendations for crops like corn, soybeans, wheat, canola, cotton, alfalfa and sunflowers. Fifteen crops are new to the tool in 2011, including corn silage, malting barley, tomatoes, peanuts and melons. 

For more information about the AgriSolutions™ NutriSolutions® Tool, contact your local AgriSolutions™ expert agronomist or CROPLAN GENETICS® Seed & Agronomy Advisor. To learn more about the plant nutrients offered by Winfield Solutions, visit www.AgriSolutionsInfo.com/MICRONUTRIENTS/ and be sure to check out the NutriSolutions® Tool demos at your local Answer Plot® Knowledge Events in 2011 to see how correcting nutrient deficiencies can help boost your yields. 

*Results may vary and are dependent on many factors including weather, application and management; therefore, results to be obtained, including but not limited to yields, financial performance, or profits, cannot be predicted or guaranteed by Winfield Solutions, LLC. 

Micronutrient Product Manager: Tim Eyrich


Genuity® Roundup Ready® Alfalfa a Good Choice When Spring Planting is Delayed 

The tradition of planting alfalfa before corn has long been considered a preferred practice. This used to present challenges when spring seeding alfalfa was delayed by cool and wet conditions, but producers now have the ability to safely push back their alfalfa planting date thanks to the reintroduction of Genuity® Roundup Ready® alfalfa technology. 

"Late planted alfalfa usually results in more weeds, but now we have a great way to deal with them," explains CROPLAN GENETICS® Alfalfa and Forage Agronomist Randy Welch. "The practice of planting alfalfa before corn was tied largely to the oats, not the alfalfa. With the availability of Genuity® Roundup Ready® alfalfa, we now recommend that growers separate the tradition of oats to grain during alfalfa establishment." 

Oats are a good cover on highly erodible soils during alfalfa establishment and can be killed once an adequate canopy is achieved. To set the stage for a new, high quality alfalfa stand, Welch advises growers to simply plant the oats at a reduced seeding rate and come back with a glyphosate application about 20 to 30 days after emergence to take out the oats and weeds. 

The wet planting conditions experienced in many areas this spring have made it difficult for producers to achieve ideal seedbed preparation. For great stands, alfalfa seed needs to germinate rapidly and uniformly. Accurate depth control, good seed-to-soil contact, early weed control and warm soils are the basics to making great alfalfa stands. Your alfalfa stand will have the potential to do much better when planted into a warm and evenly prepared seedbed with great weed control. 

"The belief that alfalfa must be planted before corn into wet and cold soil is a thing of the past," Welch says. "Genuity® Roundup Ready® alfalfa changes all the rules and the new technology means we can think about new ways to manage our crops. Think about the cost incurred on a weak, thin and uneven alfalfa stand; these costs are suffered in each cutting and each year over the life of the stand. This means there could be reduced yield and forage quality." 

CROPLAN GENETICS® Genuity® Roundup Ready® alfalfa varieties Consistency 4.10RR, Maxi-Pro 3.10 RR and Graze N Hay 3.10 RR are well-suited for the alfalfa production needs of most growers. For customized assistance in selecting the right variety for your acres, your AgriSolutions™ expert agronomist and CROPLAN GENETICS® Seed & Agronomy Advisor have you covered. Click on "Ask the Expert" on the AnswerPlot.com site for specific answers to your questions. 

Alfalfa and Forage Agronomist: Randy Welch


Maximize High Quality Alfalfa Yield Potential by Following AgriSolutions™ NutriSolutions® Tool Recommendations 
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Tissue tests and the AgriSolutions™ NutriSolutions® Tool can offer valuable insight into your crop's nutritional status throughout the growing season, but samples need to be submitted for analysis on a fairly consistent basis for your crop to benefit the most.

Proper nutrient levels go a long way in promoting good growth, disease tolerance and overall crop production, so if your alfalfa stand is lacking in micronutrients, you're not going to realize optimum yield potential. However, alfalfa producers can supply their stands with customized nutrient boosts throughout the growing season by submitting tissue samples and following the recommendations made by the AgriSolutions™ NutriSolutions® Tool. 

Each ton of harvested alfalfa removes the fertilizer equivalent of approximately 12 pounds of phosphorus, 50 pounds of potassium and 5 pounds each of magnesium and sulfur, so those nutrients need to be replaced throughout the growing season in order to yield high quality forage, says Winfield Solutions Micronutrient Product Manager Tim Eyrich. Another nutrient that's vital to alfalfa's growth is boron; deficiencies of these nutrients and more can be detected by the AgriSolutions™ NutriSolutions® Tool. 

The optimal times to submit alfalfa tissue samples are either right before a cutting, or shortly thereafter, Eyrich says. 

"When submitting a sample before a cutting, you want to collect the top 4 to 5 inches of growth from 30 to 35 plants," Eyrich explains. "When submitting a sample after a cutting, you want to collect the first 4 to 5 inches of new growth from the same number of plants. Once the samples have been submitted, it only takes two or three days for the lab to process the results. If deficiencies are detected, the AgriSolutions™ NutriSolutions® Tool makes customized recommendations based on crop, stage of development, soil type and tissue sample results." 

Depending on the deficiencies it detects, the AgriSolutions™ NutriSolutions® Tool could recommend specific application rates of one of the following products: 

· AgriSolutions™ MAX-IN® Boron plant nutrients: Contains boron for increased plant health and growth and patented CornSorb™ technology for maximum nutrient efficacy.

· AgriSolutions™ MAX-IN® Ultra ZMB® plant nutrients: Contains zinc, manganese and boron for increased plant health and growth and patented CornSorb™ technology.



Tissue tests and the AgriSolutions™ NutriSolutions® Tool can offer valuable insight into your crop's nutritional status throughout the growing season, but samples need to be submitted for analysis on a fairly consistent basis for your crop to benefit the most. 

"Taking a tissue sample is much like taking a snapshot of that particular moment in the life of a crop," Eyrich says. "While the nutrient levels might look fine when that sample is submitted, deficiencies could present themselves a week later that can result in serious yield losses at harvest. That's why growers need to discipline themselves to submit samples throughout the growing season." 

Last year, Tom McClellan of McClellan Farms in Delavan, Wis. reaped the rewards of having this discipline, as he and partner Wes Hopkins won the Grand Champion Dairy Haylage award at the World Forage Analysis Superbowl contest with CROPLAN GENETICS® LegenDairy 5.0 alfalfa. They attribute some of their success to submitting a total of five alfalfa tissue samples for analysis by the AgriSolutions™ NutriSolutions® Tool. 

"McClellan Farms runs a high management alfalfa program and a five-cut intensive harvest schedule," says their local agronomist, Mark Hoppe of Cooperative Plus, Inc. "The NutriSolutions® Tool showed that the field was lacking some nutrients for optimum performance. This tool was able to help out by recommending what nutrients needed to be applied." 

The analysis recommended using AgriSolutions™ MAX-IN® Ultra ZMB® and AgriSolutions™ MAX-IN® Boron. Hoppe also recommended AgriSolutions™ Ascend® Plant Growth Regulator to help boost yield potential. Hopkins says they harvested approximately 12 tons of quality alfalfa haylage per acre this year, probably due to the extra management and focus that was given.* 

To get the process started, call your local agronomist to schedule a tissue test. He or she will submit the sample to a lab, where numbers will be loaded into the online NutriSolutions® Tool. In addition to making customized nutrient recommendations, the tool will explain what can happen at different growth stages if the deficiency isn't corrected. 

Alfalfa is only one of more than 30 different crops can be analyzed by the NutriSolutions® Tool. For more information about the tool, contact your local AgriSolutions™ expert agronomist or CROPLAN GENETICS® Seed & Agronomy Advisor. To learn more about the plant nutrients offered by Winfield Solutions, visit www.AgriSolutionsInfo.com/MICRONUTRIENTS/ and be sure to check out the NutriSolutions® Tool demos at your local Answer Plot® Knowledge Events in 2011 to see how correcting nutrient deficiencies can help boost your yields. 

*Results may vary and are dependent on many factors including weather, application and management; therefore, results to be obtained, including but not limited to yields, financial performance, or profits, cannot be predicted or guaranteed by Winfield Solutions, LLC. 

Micronutrient Product Manager: Tim Eyrich


Explore Your Options When Looking to Replace Weak Alfalfa Stands 
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In addition to sorghums, Teff is another option for growers looking to replace underperforming alfalfa. It’s a warm-season, annual grass that has rapid seed germination and seedling development and is well-adapted to dry climates.

If you find that your alfalfa stand is past its prime or unable to recover from the harsh winter months, there are a variety of emergency crops you can plant this spring. 

Considering the valuable nitrogen credits that alfalfa acres possess, converting them to corn silage or warm season annual grass could be a good option for growers. Depending on the old stand, planting corn on alfalfa ground provides anywhere from 100 to 150 units of N/acre, which can translate into a significant per acre cost savings. 

However, in a year where many areas have experienced delayed corn planting, Forage First® sorghums and warm season annual grasses are great alternatives, says Winfield Solutions Forage Product Manager Ricky Rice. 

"The challenge is that the soil temperature needs to be 60 degrees or higher before planting forage sorghums, sorghum x sudangrass, sudangrass and all warm season annual grasses," Rice explains. "On the positive side, these forages need about 1/3 less water than corn, which can be a significant benefit when a growing season is light on precipitation." 

Sorghums are divided into three plant categories: forage sorghum, sorghum x sudangrass and sudangrass. Teff and millets are included in the warm season annual grass category. 

"These new sorghum products are a lot different than the conventional forage crops planted 10 or 15 years ago because they contain the BMR gene, Brown Mid Rib," Rice says. "BMR increases forage quality because it lowers the lignin content and makes forage easier for animals to digest." 

BMR products provide a considerable amount of increased energy for livestock, which means greater gains per ton of dry matter. Not only can BMR products equal corn silage in milk production per ton for dairy cattle, but they also have a higher acetate-to-propionate ratio, which increases animal health and reproductive activity. 

Forage sorghum is the best choice for silage in a single cut system. It won't grow much after cutting - exhibiting much slower regrowth than sorghum x sudangrass or sudangrass. The seeding rate for forage sorghum is important, so growers should check seeds per pound, seed at about 100,000 seeds per acre, and not exceed 10 pounds per acre. 

"An excellent forage sorghum variety is BMR 90," Rice advises. 

Sorghum x sudangrass is ideally suited for grazing, hay, green chop or silage in a multiple cut system. It has much faster regrowth than forage sorghum and greater stalk strength than sudangrass. Rice says a variety with an outstanding track record is Greentreat™ Dynamo, which should be seeded at 25 lbs/acre. Because sorghum, sorghum x sudangrass and sudangrass contain prussic acid, grazing should be avoided on these crops after frost. 

Other crops Rice suggests for spring planting are teff grass and pearl millet. 

Teff is a warm-season, annual grass that has rapid seed germination and seedling development and is well-adapted to dry climates. These characteristics allow teff to be used in dry regions of North America as well as those with adequate moisture where alternative forage is desired. Teff is good for baling or grazing, as it contains no prussic acid. 

A specific variety Rice recommends is Reprieve® - a medium-maturing variety that has very good forage quality and is highly accepted by beef animals, dairy animals and horses. Its fine, succulent leaves have produced high tonnage even during times of minimal moisture. 

Millets are warm-season, annual grasses used as emergency forage or grain crops and as a catch crop to replant damaged or dead winter wheat or barley acreage. The two primary types of millets are foxtail (hay type) and proso (grain type). Millets require moisture throughout their growth period in addition to soil temperatures of 70 degrees for planting, and they contain no prussic acid. 

"There are a lot of factors that go into selecting the forage crop best suited for your acres," Rice concludes. "Determining the appropriate crop depends on whether it's to be fed to cattle, dairy cows or horses, and whether the forage will be baled or chopped. That's why it's best to consult your local AgriSolutions™ expert agronomist or CROPLAN GENETICS® Seed & Agronomy Advisor for their recommendations." 

Forage Product Manager: Ricky Rice

 

University of Wisconsin - Extension, U.S. Department of Agriculture, crops.org
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