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	Welcome to Answer Plot® Advisor 3.5
This issue of the Answer Plot® Advisor introduces CROPLAN GENETICS® Gunner alfalfa – an exciting new variety that has the potential to increase forage yields throughout the Great Plains and Midwest. It will also fit in well in much of the East and parts of the South. But as is always the case with genetic placement, this new type of alfalfa isn't suited for all acres. Therefore, we discuss where Gunner alfalfa will fit best and identify areas where other varieties of CROPLAN GENETICS® alfalfa should continue to be used. 
As always, this issue also covers topics that are pertinent in your local geography. We encourage you to contact your local AgriSolutions™ expert agronomist or CROPLAN GENETICS® Seed & Agronomy Advisor for further information, or visit AnswerPlot.com for the answers to your toughest questions.
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CROPLAN GENETICS® Gunner Alfalfa Takes Advantage of Long Growing Seasons
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Thanks to the research and development efforts put forth by Winfield Solutions and CROPLAN GENETICS® seed, we're excited to announce the arrival of CROPLAN GENETICS® Gunner alfalfa – the new conventional alfalfa that maximizes yield and performance for producers from Nebraska to New York to the Texas Panhandle and everywhere in between. More...
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CROPLAN GENETICS® Rebound 6.0 Alfalfa
Remains a Top Choice for Producers in the
North and Parts of the East
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As alfalfa producers in Wisconsin, Minnesota and other northern alfalfa growing regions are well aware, cold and wet soils are always a challenge. More...
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With CROPLAN GENETICS® Seed,
You Have a Team of Experts in Your Corner
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As you wrap up your planning for 2011, the challenge you face now and will continue to face throughout the growing season is to make decisions that will put you in the best position when it comes time to harvest your crop. More...
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CROPLAN GENETICS® Gunner Alfalfa Takes Advantage of Long Growing Seasons
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With a winterhardiness (WH) rating of 1.2, which gives it outstanding cold tolerance stand persistence in a high-yielding, fast regrowth Fall Dormancy (FD) 5 alfalfa variety, CROPLAN GENETICS® Gunner alfalfa makes an aggressive harvest schedule of 5 to 6 cuttings a reality for producers in the Great Plains, Midwest and the East.

Thanks to the research and development efforts put forth by Winfield Solutions and CROPLAN GENETICS® seed, we're excited to announce the arrival of CROPLAN GENETICS® Gunner alfalfa – the new conventional alfalfa that maximizes yield and performance for producers from Nebraska to New York to the Texas Panhandle and everywhere in between.

"Gunner alfalfa wakes up very early in the spring, goes to bed late each fall and has really fast regrowth after cutting," explains CROPLAN GENETICS® Alfalfa and Forage Agronomist Randy Welch. "In addition, the amount of fall growth will be noticeable over traditional alfalfa. To give an example that corn growers are more familiar with, going to Gunner alfalfa is much like moving to an ultra full-season corn hybrid. These plants have greater ability to make use of the full growing season by greening up earlier in the spring and going into dormancy later in the fall – thus making an aggressive harvest schedule of 5 to 6 cuttings a reality for producers in the Great Plains, Midwest and the East.

Fall dormancy for Gunner alfalfa is 4.8, so its super fast regrowth after each cutting helps it deliver high yields. In fact, Gunner alfalfa out-yielded the tons/acre mean of about 30 different alfalfa varieties at test plots in Kearney, Neb. and Mount Joy, Penn. in 2008 and 2009.†* Its winterhardiness (WH) rating is 1.2, which gives it outstanding cold tolerance stand persistence in a high-yielding, fast regrowth Fall Dormancy (FD) 5 alfalfa variety.

In addition to its excellent forage yield potential, Gunner alfalfa is adapted across a wide range of growing conditions and geographies. It has high resistance to diseases like Phytophthora root rot; Verticillium, bacterial and Fusarium wilts; anthracnose; and Aphanomyces root rot (Race 1).

"Gunner alfalfa is excellent for harvesting as dairy haylage in the East and Midwest because of its super fast regrowth and the fact that it can take advantage of heat, soil fertility and water," Welch says. "These regions usually receive a fair amount of precipitation during the growing season. But in the Great Plains, Gunner can be harvested as haylage or dry hay since the drier conditions allow the crop to dry down."

Gunner alfalfa seed is available with GroZone® seed treatment plus AgriSolutions™ ADVANCED COATING® Zn (CV) or standard Apron XL® fungicide plus Nitragin Gold rhizobium bacteria (AN).

"We've had a lot of growers asking how far north they can take Gunner alfalfa," Welch adds. "For producers to realize the full potential of this variety, they need to be in areas that have a longer growing season. Once you get into Wisconsin and Minnesota, where the heat turns on later in the spring and turns down earlier in the fall, Gunner alfalfa isn't able to take full advantage of its potential. That why it's best to stay with CROPLAN GENETICS® Rebound 6.0 alfalfa in the north central states and areas of the East that have wet soils."

There aren't many experts out there who specialize in alfalfa, but fortunately your local AgriSolutions™ expert agronomist and CROPLAN GENETICS® Seed & Agronomy Advisor have you covered. For more information about the Gunner alfalfa, turn to your local seed specialist and check out the new variety's tech sheet at www.answerplot.com/PlanterGrower/KNOWLEDGECENTER/default.aspx. Click on "Ask the Expert" on the AnswerPlot.com site for specific answers to your questions.

†Gunner alfalfa tech sheet: www.answerplot.com/PlanterGrower/KNOWLEDGECENTER/default.aspx
*Results may vary and are dependent on many factors including weather, application and management; therefore, results to be obtained, including but not limited to yields, financial performance, or profits, cannot be predicted or guaranteed by Winfield Solutions, LLC.
Alfalfa and Forage Agronomist: Randy Welch

CROPLAN GENETICS® Rebound 6.0 Alfalfa Remains a Top Choice for Producers in the North and Parts of the East
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In addition to delivering high yield potential in an aggressive 4 to 5 cutting schedule, CROPLAN GENETICS® Rebound 6.0 offers unmatched resistance to Aphanomyces Race 1 and Race 2 root diseases.

As alfalfa producers in Wisconsin, Minnesota and other northern alfalfa growing regions are well aware, cold and wet soils are always a challenge. Fortunately, CROPLAN GENETICS® Rebound 6.0 alfalfa was adapted to perform on these soils, making it the first-choice variety for growers in northern states and parts of the East who are seeking high-yielding alfalfa genetics.

"Rebound 6.0 delivers outstanding yield potential, forage quality and stand persistence on your farm," says CROPLAN GENETICS® Alfalfa and Forage Agronomist Randy Welch. "Its ultra high disease resistance package and persistence feature helps it perform on the challenging conditions of cold and wet soils. Under the stresses of northern soils, the seedling vigor of Rebound 6.0 adds a greater level of disease resistance over standard alfalfa varieties."

Rebound 6.0 has very fast recovery after cutting. A Fall Dormancy (FD) of 4 and winterhardiness (WH) rating of 1.8 gives this variety fantastic yield in combination with stand persistence. Rebound 6.0 alfalfa is the preferred choice for the aggressive 4 to 5 cutting schedules. With fast regrowth, this variety is suited to haylage and summer harvest as dry hay.

"Producers really like the combination of fast regrowth, high yield and forage quality," Welch says. "Its stand persistence can result in more potential milk or beef produced per acre over the life of the stand."

Data from a test plot in West Salem, Wis. shows that Rebound 6.0 alfalfa out-yielded the tons/acre mean of several different alfalfa varieties by 16 percent in 2008 and 21 percent in 2009.†*

Compared to CROPLAN GENETICS® Rebound 5.0 alfalfa, Rebound 6.0 offers unmatched resistance to Aphanomyces Race 1 and Race 2 root diseases. Aphanomyces occurs in saturated soils and is often aggravated by soil compaction. In addition to weakening, stunting or outright killing seedlings, the Aphanomyces organism can lead to a lack of root development and reduced nodulation. Sometimes it's misdiagnosed as herbicide damage. Infected plants show yellowing and stunting symptoms similar to nitrogen deficiency and are slow to regrow following winter dormancy or harvest. The slow regrowth often allows weed infestation over time. Symptoms typically appear on slopes of fields.

Aphanomyces is a serious disease because it can stunt and kill alfalfa seedlings and cause a chronic root disease in established plants," Welch says. "That's why it's important to plant a variety with good resistance. Of the two dominant races, Race 2 is the stronger of the two, and Rebound 6.0 alfalfa has excellent resistance to both races."

In addition to its excellent resistance to Aphanomyces, Rebound 6.0 alfalfa has high resistance to diseases like Phytophthora root rot; Verticillium, bacterial and Fusarium wilts; and anthracnose. Rebound 6.0 alfalfa seed is available with GroZone® seed treatment plus AgriSolutions ™ ADVANCED COATING® Zn (CV) or standard Apron XL® fungicide plus Nitragin Gold rhizobium bacteria (AN).

With the release of the new CROPLAN GENETICS® Gunner alfalfa variety in 2011, many producers who harvested CROPLAN GENETICS® Rebound 6.0 last year are asking if they should switch over to the new product. But CROPLAN GENETICS® Alfalfa and Forage Agronomist Randy Welch advises growers in northern states and parts of the East to stay with Rebound 6.0 alfalfa as their key variety.

"We've had a lot of growers asking how far north they can take Gunner alfalfa," Welch says. "For producers to realize the full potential of this variety, they need to be in areas that have a longer growing season. Once you get into Wisconsin and Minnesota, where the heat turns on later in the spring, Gunner isn't able to take full advantage of its potential. That why it's best to stay with the more dormant varieties like CROPLAN GENETICS® Rebound 6.0 or LegenDairy 5.0 alfalfa, which perform well with added forage quality and more wet soil punch."

Alfalfa producers in the East should stick with Rebound 6.0 alfalfa if they have wet soils prone to Aphanomyces (Race 1 or 2) or if they want a variety that has a more forgiving cutting sequence, Welch says. Whereas Gunner alfalfa is best utilized by a grower who is shooting for an aggressive harvest schedule of 5 to 6 cuttings, Rebound 6.0 alfalfa is more tolerant of a four-cut schedule. If you're unsure about which alfalfa variety will best fit your acres, consult your AgriSolutions™ expert agronomist or CROPLAN GENETICS® Seed & Agronomy Advisor.

For more information about Rebound 6.0 alfalfa, turn to your local seed specialist and check out the variety's tech sheet at www.answerplot.com/PlanterGrower/KNOWLEDGECENTER/default.aspx. Click on "Ask the Expert" on the AnswerPlot.com site for specific answers to your questions.

†Rebound 6.0 alfalfa tech sheet: www.answerplot.com/PlanterGrower/KNOWLEDGECENTER/default.aspx
*Results may vary and are dependent on many factors including weather, application and management; therefore, results to be obtained, including but not limited to yields, financial performance, or profits, cannot be predicted or guaranteed by Winfield Solutions, LLC.
Alfalfa and Forage Agronomist: Randy Welch

With CROPLAN GENETICS® Seed, You Have a Team of Experts in Your Corner
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Attending Answer Plot® Knowledge Events during the growing season is a great way to see how different products and management practices stack up on a local basis.

As you wrap up your planning for 2011, the challenge you face now and will continue to face throughout the growing season is to make decisions that will put you in the best position when it comes time to harvest your crop.

"It's all about managing your input costs vs. your return on investment," says Ole Jallo, Winfield Solutions Director of Seed and Agronomy Advisors. "With market dips and spikes, the price of corn, soybeans and other crops will always be relatively volatile, so it is a matter of minimizing your risk and putting seed into the ground that gives you the best yield potential."

This is where it is essential to work with a seed company that provides the expertise needed to help you make the most-informed decisions you can – both before and after you place your order. First, the CROPLAN GENETICS® R7® Placement Strategy helps you zero-in on the best strategies for your most challenging acres so that you put the right genetics with the right traits on the right soil type at the right population in the right crop rotation with the right crop protection and the right nutrient management. But after you place your order, it doesn't end there.

You only see reps from many seed companies twice a year – once when you place your order and then again at the time of delivery. But with CROPLAN GENETICS®, you have support from your local expert agronomist and Seed & Agronomy Advisor whenever you need crop management assistance. That's some good peace-of-mind to have when unexpected challenges arise during the heart of the growing season.

CROPLAN GENETICS® also engages in ongoing research and development to create and supply you with hybrids and varieties that have the best genetic makeup for your field.

You also have the added benefit of using your local Answer Plot® location as another source throughout the growing season to help sort out what did and didn't work over the course of the growing season and answer the questions presented by your toughest field.

When it comes down to it, the cost of seed is one of the least expensive components of bringing a corn crop to fruition, but it's also one of the most important. Sure, you might be able to save $20 or $30 on a bag of seed from a different company, but that savings can quickly turn into lost profit at the end of the growing season if your yields are merely a few bushels lower than you could have achieved with CROPLAN GENETICS® seed.

For customized assistance in selecting the best genetics for your fields, your AgriSolutions™ expert agronomist and CROPLAN GENETICS® Seed & Agronomy Advisor have you covered. Click on "Ask the Expert" on the AnswerPlot.com site for specific answers to your questions.

Director, Seed & Agronomy Advisors: Ole Jallo

Stem nematode photos courtesy of the Utah State University Extension.

SunQuest™ is a trademark and Answer Plot® and CROPLAN GENETICS® are registered trademarks of Land O'Lakes, Inc.
AgriSolutions™ is a trademark and R7® and ADVANCED COATING® are registered trademarks of Winfield Solutions, LLC.
Apron XL® is a registered trademark of a Syngenta Group Company.
GroZone® is a registered trademark of Forage Genetics.
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